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AFTER ROUNDS OF “IMPROVEMENTS,” AN EAST HAMPTON H.OI‘I«'/IE'
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FINALLY GETS A PROPER MAKEOVER: NEW OWNERS, A SENSITIVE
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BY KRYSTIAN VON SPEIDEL
PHOTOGRAPHS BY ANASTASSIOS MENTIS

efying the old chestnur chat bigger 1s
dp S e ooy
better, the owners of a tidy 1920s farmhouse
challenged the once-prevailing tear-down
mindset and nstead launched a gur
renovation—only the priver was spared. The result 1s
a charmmg h:‘_mw—perfecrl\j' posil'ionccl within casy
walking distance to the nearby Maidstone Club. This 1s
the quiet side of the East End.
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River in a Frank Lloyd Wright—designed home in Garrison, New York,
the owners, a onctime fashion execurive and his wife, decided ro give East
H;lmpr{m a shot. As luck would have ir, rhis former farmhouse was cheir
first showing. Thirty houses larer, they returned. convinced of its perfection.
_\\"JL‘ L‘hdll‘l want a hngL' hULlSC ona ]‘]Ut‘l‘]l.lgt’ []]‘L’}E"C]TT\‘.II iﬂ_\'s []'lL" \\'1.[.:.
“We wanted a house with characrer. And when we saw thus one, SITTNg on
this |l}\'(_'|‘\" picc: of land, we were charmed b_\' its nooks and crannies.”
Upon move-in, the new owners didn't plunge immediarely into renova-

tons. Instead, the pair became inoimace wich the house’s 1diosynerasies.

Gatecrasher | A large, potted Japanese maple was moved from the entry gates

(LeFT) to near the pool in order to provide a more open entrance to the property.
Inside Out | Grasses soften the impact of an outdoor fireplace (asove). Designer
David Kleinberg furnished the area with teak furniture from David Sutherland.

The upholstery is a weather-resistant Kravet Soleil canvas. See Resources.
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[t was che besr decision we made.” she says. When 1t was time, her mstncts

Cr to rcf are f}lL’ "\'lll'l[llil]g p l

the rear. Despire it being surrounded by a rall priver

there was a significant lack of privacy in the original configuration. The

L] grearer ]EC“.\'(I}' f r L‘l]'li'.].

[0 Create a p!ﬂﬂ fl"!]' Thi:‘ O1 5 u sS1£11 P]-”.]( A
called for a “loosely neat” lawn. hence the choice of a classic. rectangular
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The owners ¢ t New Leaf |_..'|1'.1{‘]w.1]\.u." for the realization of
DeMarche’s plan. as well as 1ts continued maintenance. “Color was really
iT]1 I‘-I._.'I-T.'!T-” 11C ALY O tl.‘l\'f_' 'CU]L'?I' fhl—ULlL“! UL r[lL' :\"L'Jl—.
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ing terrain. The firm also relocated several large specimes

a ]nimn-::\'-c map]l: and an old-growth oak, 1n order to

on the property. “We had to work our magic to ensure th

happened to the oak tree, which 15 a favorite of the ow

With the grounds groomed. the couple called therr I
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Dine And Dandy | Deco-era André Sornay
dining chairs (LeFT) contrast with a custom glass

tabletop meant to evoke vintage sand glass. The

table base is from Profiles. Art And Artifact
Primitive urns (agove) lend texture to the Indiana
Limestone fireplace surround and hearth,
designed by Kleinberg. Benched | A detail of a
wooden bench (eeLow) in the living room.

Point Of View | A custom sofa is upholstered

ana

in Lee Jofa's Mars fabric in beige (orposiTE
the linen area rug is from Patterson, Flynn and
Martin. The set of lamps are circa 1960s from

John Salibello Antiques. See Resources

“We were mindful of nor expanding the envel pe of the house,” notes the

['he master

designer. Onlv the screenec pe irch increased 1ts original footpr
sutte’s redesien added a eenerous bath, which sull causes the wite to swoon
“It’'s vummy and romanrtic.” she says

Kleinbere was able to include much of the furniture and accessories from

the owners previous country residence, something both partces telt was
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comfortable. The desiener refreshed the upholsterv with a neutral

palette of corton and linen wovens and added zippy parterned cushions

“If vou made good purchases to begin with, they're sull good the second time

around,” he emphasizes

Custom-made beadboard panels were installed 1n the hy INg r0om o give
it texture and substance as well as proy ide the verrical scale the new interiors
demanded. "We wanted ro add patterns—bur keep them subtle

Speaking ro the finished pr ducr, l\'l-\uzl\u; echoes the sentiments of

wmeowners: It's exacrly the kind of environment thar makes sitring in

V¢

three hours of traffic all worthwhile.” #

Its exactly the bind
of environment that makes
sitting in three bours

of f/z;ff}k‘ all wortbwhile”
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